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prompts a man to get a thing, against the dictates of the physical 
sensibility, the article gives gratification, in the economic sense of 
the term, and has utility. 

The style of the work is singularly clear and exact. 

Amherst College. John B. Clark. 

The Condition of the Western Farmer, as Illustrated by the 
Economic History of a Nebraska Township. By Arthur F. 
Bentley, A.B. Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical 
and Political Science, July-August, 1893. The Johns Hopkins 
Press, Baltimore. — 92 pp. 

By means of a painstaking and laborious study of the history and 
statistics of a little township in Hall County, Nebraska, Mr. Bentley 
has given us a detailed view of the economic condition of a small 
group of farmers that compares well with some of the German 
investigations into the economic condition of selected companies 
of workingmen. The historical chapters are excellent and the 
statistical compilations well arranged and well chosen, so as to 
convey immediately the significant facts to which they relate. 

If any fault is to be found with the monograph, it is that the title 
is too broad, tending, as it does, to impress one with the idea that 
the results obtained from the study of a single township can be 
accepted as true of the Western farmer in general. This may be so, 
but Mr. Bentley has not proved it. He seems to have assumed 
this in advance, and to such an assumption must be ascribed what 
appears to be a slight error of method. In the introductory chapter 
(page 9) he alleges, as one argument in favor of his intensive system 
of studying the economic condition of the farmer, that " the figures 
obtained agree, if rightly interpreted, with such analogous figures 
for the whole state as the census of 1890 has as yet made known." 
Yet in order to arrive at his own figures on the important question 
of farm mortgages, he makes a deduction of 5.21 per cent from the 
recorded sums, because "it has been shown by the census of 1890 
that that per cent is the average proportion of partial payments 
upon real estate mortgages in Nebraska" (page 61). He thus uses 
the census to verify figures that have been based upon census 
calculation. This is unscientific. 

To take these results as typical, then, is not warranted by the 
facts disclosed. The chief value of Mr. Bentley's work must depend 
upon the impetus it may give to other similar studies whose results 
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can later be compared with his. He portrays the outlook for the 
" average farmer " as far from bright, and finds the principal cause 
of this in the speculative prices to which farm lands have been 
driven by constant immigration. The antecedent careers of the 
incoming settlers form one topic which the author has omitted to 
treat — a topic which, it seems to me, might throw valuable light upon 
the question whether or not farming is an unskilled occupation to 
which those who have failed in other fields turn, only to meet with 
their usual ill-success. VlCTOR RoseW ater. 

Omaha, Nebraska. 

Die Grundzilge der Finanzwissenschaft. Von Dr. Wilhelm 
Vocke. Leipzig, C. L. Hirschfeld, 1894. — xii, 446 pp. 

This work, which constitutes the second volume of Frankenstein's 
Hand- und Lehrbuch der Staatswissenschaften (cf. this Quarterly 
for March, 1894, page 179), is devoted to the general principles 
of the science of finance. It is a relief, after the huge and many- 
volumed German works on the subject, to find the science treated 
as a whole and in so compact a form. In other respects also, Dr. 
Vocke's work differs from most of its German predecessors. It 
contains almost no references to literature and it is written in a 
style calculated to interest the average layman. Dr. Vocke has long 
been favorably known by his comprehensive work on Die Abgaben, 
Auflagen und die Steuer. This was devoted to the elucidation of 
some peculiar ideas on which he laid especial stress. To those 
acquainted with that former work, the present volume will not bring 
much that is new. But it is worth while to call attention briefly to 
some of its fundamental conceptions. 

Dr. Vocke looks upon financial history simply as the medium of 
bringing out more and more clearly with every generation the idea 
of faculty in taxation. So far does he go in this, that he takes the 
rather extreme attitude of confining the term tax to direct taxation, 
and eliminates from the whole field of compulsory revenue the 
so-called Verbrauchsauflagen, or indirect taxes on consumption. This 
was one of the characteristic points of his former work which he has 
not seen fit to alter. His whole classification of revenues is very 
confusing. On the one hand he puts the private economic revenues, 
by which he understands the public domain and the prerogatives as 
well as industrial undertakings, while on the other hand he puts the 
compulsory revenues, divided into fees, payments for transactions 



